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AUSTRALIAN GEOMECHANICS 
SOCIETY 
VICTORIA CHAPTER  

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND ANNUAL DINNER 

Wednesday 5 December 2007. 
 
Annual General Meeting:      6.00 – 6:30 pm 
The AGM will include reports from the Chairman and Treasurer followed by elections for the 2008 
committee.   

Technical Presentation:      6:30 - 7.30 pm 
EH Davis Lecture 2007 
 
Foundations (piles) in Rock – Serviceability Rules 
Regardless of recent advances in testing, analysis, construction methods and materials, the 
geotechnical design of foundations in rock for many applications is still dominated by empirical 
correlations, rules of thumb and traditional values.  These methods were developed at a time when 
our knowledge was less, analysis methods were relatively simplistic, our construction equipment 
was of significantly lower capacity,  methods for quality control during construction were less 
advanced, specialist testing methods were not available, prohibitively expensive or not considered 
and structures and loads were considerably smaller.  
 
The application of these “tried and true” methods to current day projects can result in foundations 
in rock being grossly over-designed with respect to geotechnical performance.  While an overly 
conservative design approach may have no significant impact on construction program or cost for 
some projects, there are many projects where such approaches can add significant time and cost 
and in some instances may make the foundation system impractical to install.  Of equal importance 
is that the geotechnical design of the foundation may be based on assumptions that are 
inappropriate, leading to misplaced confidence and potentially greater risk.  One example of this is 
that the installation process for a foundation in rock is often not considered at the design stage and 
yet it is one of the main factors affecting the performance of the footing.   
 
There appears to be a widespread reluctance by geotechnical practitioners to move away from the 
traditional approaches even when provided with prudent alternative design solutions which are 
logical and defensible and in many cases offer a reduced risk at a reduced cost.   
 
This lecture will challenge the conventional approaches to foundation design in rock.  It will provide 
some insights into the geotechnical issues and performance of foundations in rock and will seek to 
provide a design approach which considers the whole process from ground investigation through 
design and construction to in-service performance. 
 
PRESENTER:  Dr Chris M. Haberfield  
Chris is a Principal with Golder Associates Pty Ltd.  He holds Bachelor degrees in Science and in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Sydney and a Doctor of Philosophy degree from Monash 
University.  He is a Fellow of the Institution of Engineers Australia, a past Australasian and First 
Vice-President of the International Society for Rock Mechanics and a past Chairman of both the 
Victoria Chapter and the National Committee of the Australian Geomechanics Society.  He 
concurrently holds the position of Associate at Monash University.  Chris has 26 years experience 
in geotechnical engineering with specialist expertise and experience in soil and rock engineering 
with emphasis on the behavior of soft, weak and weathered rocks.  He has considerable research 
experience, publishing in excess of 100 refereed papers in the geotechnical field and recent 
significant experience in foundations for tall buildings both in Australia and in the Middle East. 
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Annual Dinner:        7:45 – 10:30 pm 
 
VENUES: 

AGM & Technical Meeting:     Annual Dinner: 
Lecture Theatre C1     Upper East Dining Room 

 Engineering Block C, 4th floor    University House 
 University of Melbourne     University of Melbourne  

Melways: Map 571 – K10, Bldg. 174   Melways: Map 571 – E6, Bldg. 112 
 
RSVP :  Friday 30 November 2007. 
Cost :  AGM / E. H. Davis Lecture free, Annual Dinner $75.00 (Refer below for payment details) 
 
 

AGS Victoria Chapter Annual Dinner – Wednesday 5 December 2007 

Firm’s Name:  Phone & fax  

Represented by:  e-mail:  

Firm’s Address  

 
METHODS OF PAYMENT: 
 
By cheque, payable to: Engineers Australia 
 
MAIL TO:  
 
Engineers Australia, 
Attn: Diana Michetti 
Engineering House, Level 2, 21 Bedford St, 
NORTH MELBOURNE, VIC 3051. 
 
(all details requested on this form must be included) 
 
OR, 
 
By Credit Card 
FAX TO: 03 9326 6515 or EMAIL TO: dmichetti@engineersaustralia.org.au 
 
(all details requested on this form must be included) 
 
Payment by Credit Card (Please Circle): Visa / Bankcard / Mastercard / American Express / Diners 
Card No _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Card Name ……………………………… 
 
Expiry Date ……………… Amount: $………… Signature….………….……………………….. 
 
Attendance at this function meets Engineers Australia requirements for continuing professional development. 
Contact: Michael Broise, Chair AGS (Vic) – Ph: 9428 1831    
Email: Michael.Broise@douglaspartners.com.au 
 
Craig Johnson, Treasurer AGS (Vic) - Ph: 9248 3651 
Email: CAJohnson@skm.com.au 

 


